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Name     Henrique Espada Rodrigues Lima Filho 

Born    August 12, 1968 

Address   Rua Jerônimo José Dias, 102.  
 Florianópolis – Santa Catarina – 88045-100 – Brasil. 

Telephone:    55-48-32662520 (R) 

Cell phone:    55-48-88224125 

Email     henrique.espada@ufsc.br 

Current Institutional   Associate Professor (Professor Associado) 

Affiliation  Department of History, Universidade Federal de Santa 
Catarina, Brazil (since June 2004). 

Education  Doutorado em História (Doctor of History).  
Dissertation title: Microstoria: escalas, indícios e 
singularidades. Universidade Estadual de Campinas 
(UNICAMP),Campinas, SP, Brazil, 1999. 

Mestrado em Literatura Brasileira (Master in Literature) 
Dissertation title: Descrirreconstrução: cultura e memória 
em Pedro Nava. Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina 
(UFSC), Florianópolis, SC, Brazil, 1993. 

Graduação em Psicologia (Bachelor in Psychology) 
Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (UFSC), 
Florianópolis, SC, Brazil, 1990. 

 

 
Teaching and Related Activities 
 

Faculty position at the Department of History at the Federal University of Santa Catarina 
(Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina) and teaches at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels at the same institution. Research Director and academic advisor of 
students at the graduate level (Master and Doctorate). Teaching topics: Theory and 
Methodology of History, Contemporary History, Brazilian History (nineteenth century). 
Since 2004. 

Head of the Department of History, Federal University of Santa Catarina (2013-2016).  
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Current Research 

The Ambiguous Virtues of Freedom: Free Labor, Contract and the Lives of the Freed in 
Brazil before and after the Abolition of Slavery (scholarly monograph in progress).  
This project, which will result in the completion of a scholarly monograph currently in progress, 
traces how the meaning of “free labor” was built in the course of the nineteenth century, on the 
one hand, through official legislation regarding the introduction of immigrant labor and the gradual 
abolition of slavery, and on the other hand by the former slaves and other workers of African 
descent themselves in their labor arrangements/contracts and their strategies of confrontation 
and accommodation to the changing legal context that characterized the period. 

 

Other Academic and Professional Affiliations 

• (Jan. to April 2015) Visiting Research Scholar at the Program in Latin American 
Studies (Princeton University) 

• (Jan. to March 2013) Visiting Fellow at the Institut d’Études Avancées de Nantes 
(Nantes Institute of Advanced Studies - France) 

• (2011-2012) Research Fellow  at the Internationales Geisteswissenchaftliches Kolleg 
IGK Arbeit und Lebenslauf in globalgeschichtlicher Perspektive (International Research 
Center: Work and Human Lifecycle in Global History) at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
(Germany) 

• (Since 2008) Researcher Level 2 - CNPq (Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento 
Científico e Tecnológico – National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Development – Brazil). 

• (1999-2001) Assistant Researcher – Centro de Pesquisa em História Social da Cultura 
– CECULT – Universidade de Campinas, Brazil. 

• (1995-1996) Visiting Professor – Department of History, Universidade Federal do Pará, 
Brazil. 

 

 

Publications 
 
Books 
2013  Cruzando Fronteiras: Novos olhares sobre a história do trabalho. Edited with 
Alexandre Fortes, Sílvia Regina Petersen and Regina C. L. Xavier. São Paulo: 
Fundação Perseu Abramo (English title: Crossing Frontiers: New perspectives on labor 
history). 

2006  A micro-história italiana: escalas, indícios e singularidades (forward by Carlo 
Ginzburg). Rio de Janeiro: Civilização Brasileira. 538 p. (English title: Italian 
Microhistory: scales, clues, singularities). 
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Articles 
 

2015  “No Baú de Augusto Mina: o micro e o global na história do trabalho”, Topoi (Rio 
de Janeiro), v. 16, n. 31, Julho-dezembro de 2015.  

2015  “Wages of Intimacy: Domestic Workers Disputing Wages in the Higher Courts of 
Nineteenth-Century Brazil”. International Labor and Working Class History. Volume 88 
(Fall 2015), pp. 11-29. 

2013 “What can we find in Augusto’s trunk? About little things and global labor history”. 
Workers of the World. International Journal of Strikes and Social Conflict. Vol. 2, number 
3, pp. 139-157.  

2013   “Unpayable Debt: Reinventing the Labour Bonds through Legal Freedom in 
Nineteenth-Century Brazil”, In Campbell, Gwyn & Alessandro Stanziani (ed.). Debt and 
Slavery in the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Worlds. London: Pickering and Chatto, pp. 
123-131. 

2013 “Da escravidão à liberdade na Ilha de Santa Catarina”, In Mamigonian, Beatriz & 
Zimmermann, Joseanne (ed.) Uma história diversa: Africanos e afro-descendentes na 
Ilha de Santa Catarina. Florianópolis: Ed. UFSC, pp. 195-221.  

2012   “A família de Maria do Espírito Santo e Luís de Miranda Ribeiro: `agências e 
artes’ de libertos e seus descendentes no Desterro do século XIX”. In Xavier, Regina C. 
L. (ed.) Escravidão e Liberdade: temas, problemas e perspectivas de análise. São 
Paulo: Alameda Editorial, pp. 383-414  

2012  “E.P. Thompson e a micro-história: trocas historiográficas na seara da história 
social”. In Müller, Ricardo Gaspar & Duarte, Adriano L. (ed.) E. P. Thompson: Política e 
paixão. Chapecó (Brazil): Argos, pp. 175-214. 

2012  “Micro-história”. In Cardoso, Ciro Flammarion & Vainfas, Ronaldo (ed.). Novos 
Domínios da História. Rio de Janeiro: Campus/Elsevier, pp. 207-224. 

2010  “Carlo Ginzburg”. In Sidnei Munhoz; Marcos Antonio Lopes (Org.) Historiadores 
do nosso tempo. 1 ed. São Paulo (Brazil): Editora Alameda, p.13-29. 

2010  “O “massacre” entre a representação e a compreensão: às margens de um 
encontro acadêmico”, Eadem Utraque Europa [La misma y la otra Europa]. Revista de 
Historia Cultural y Intelectual, San Martin (Argentina), Año 6, Nº10/11, junio-diciembre 
2010, pp. 385-397. 

2010  “História, micro-história e metáfora fotográfica”, Tempo Brasileiro, Rio de Janeiro 
(Brazil), v. 180, pp. 33-48. 

2009  “Trabalho e leis para os libertos na Ilha de Santa Catarina no século XIX: 
arranjos e contratos entre a autonomia e a domesticidade”, Cadernos do Arquivo Edgar 
Leuenroth (UNICAMP, Campinas, Brazil), v. 14, pp. 133-175. 

2009  “Freedom, Precariousness, and the Law. Freed Persons Contracting out their 
Labour in Nineteenth-Century Brazil”. International Review of Social History 
(Amsterdam), v. 54, pp. 391-416. 

2009  “Pensando as transformações e a recepção da micro-história no debate histórico 
hoje”. In: Mônica R. Oliveira; Carla M. C. Almeida. (Org.). Exercícios de microhistória. 1 
ed. Rio de Janeiro (Brazil): Editora FGV, , v. 1, p. 131-154.  
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2009  “Um dos possíveis fins de uma linha torta: o lugar da micro-história no debate 
histórico hoje”. In: Raphael Nunes Nicoletti Sebrian; Ricardo Alexandre Ferreira; Karina 
Anhezini; Ariel José Pires. (Org.). Leituras do Passado. 1 ed. Campinas (Brazil): Pontes, 
p. 35-53. 

2007  “Narrar, pensar o detalhe. notas à margem de um projeto de Carlo Ginzburg”. 
ArtCultura (UFU, Uberlândia, Brazil), v. 9, n. 15, pp. 99-111. 

2006  “Trabajo, raza, genero y nación: dimensiones historicas del Brasil 
posemancipación” (presentation to dossier organized by Henrique Espada Lima). 
Entrepasados. Revista de historia. Buenos Aires (Argentina), ano XV n.29 - comienzos 
de 2006, pp. 7-8. 

2005  “Sob o domínio da precariedade: escravidão e os significados da liberdade de 
trabalho no século XIX”. Topoi (Rio de Janeiro), v. 6, n. 11, Julho-dezembro de 2005, 
pp. 289-326. 

2004  “E. P. Thompson e a micro-história: trocas historiográficas na seara da história 
social”. Esboços (UFSC, Florianópolis, Brazil), v.12, p.53-74.  

2002  “A 'Crise´ da História e os dilemas da Representação. Humanitas, Belém (Brazil), 
v. 18, n. 2, pp. 77-106. 

1993  “Biografia e Microstoria: O Uso da Biografia Na Historiografia Italiana 
Contemporânea”. Caderno do Centro de Filosofia e Ciências Humanas, Belém (Brazil), 
v. 12, n. 2, pp. 1-11. 

 

Others (reviews and organization of journal issues, selected): 
 

2012  “Releitura de Piero della Francesca. A história interpreta a pintura”, Jornal de 
Resenhas (São Paulo, Brazlil), v. 4, n. 12, pp. 20-21.  

2011  “O Haiti e o projeto de uma História Universal hoje”, Afro-Asia (Salvador, Brazil), 
V. 44 (Dec. 2011), pp. 287-293. 

2009  “O jogo da dissimulação: Abolição e cidadania negra no Brasil, de Wlamyra 
Albuquerque”, Perseu: História, memória e política (São Paulo, Brazil), v. 4, pp. 247-
253. 

2009  Org. “Mini-Dossier: Carlo Ginzburg”, ArtCultura, v. 9, Uberlândia (Brazil). 

2006  Org. “Dossier: Trabajo, raza, genero y nacion: dimensiones historicas del Brasil 
posemancipacion”. Entrepasados. Revista de historia. Buenos Aires (Argentina): v. XV, 
n. 29, 76 p. 

 

Selected Presented Papers 
 

2016 “The End Before the End: Slave Abolition and Slaves’ Expectations of Rights in 
Nineteenth-Century Brazil”, University Seminars on Brazil, Columbia University (USA), 
19/02/2016.  

2014 “The invention of free labor in Brazil: slavery, contract, and law”. Presented at the 
10th European Social Science History Conference, Vienna (Austria).  
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2014 “Wages of Intimacy: Domestic workers disputing wages in Brazilian higher Court 
in the 19th century” – PLAS Lecture – Program in Latin American Studies, Princeton 
University, 20/10/2014. 

2012  “African Trajectories in Southern Brazil: Life Cycles, Generational Transits, and 
Survival Strategies between Slavery and Freedom (Nineteenth Century)”, presented at 
16th World Economic History Congress. Stellenbosch University, Stellenbosch (South 
Africa), 9-13/07/2012. 

2012  “Reconstituting individual life and family lives between slavery and freedom: 
notarial and judicial records in nineteenth-century Brazil”. Presented at the Conference: 
Slavery and Freedom in Africa and Beyond - Sources, Silences and Methodology. 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Germany), 28-29/06/2012. 

2012  “African Trajectories in Southern Brazil: Life Cycles, Generational Transits, and 
Survival Strategies between Slavery and Freedom (Nineteenth Century)”. presented at 
Working in the Ottoman Empire and in Turkey: Ottoman and Turkish Labor History within 
a Global Perspective. Istanbul Bilgi University (Istanbul, Turkey), 18-20/11/2011. 

2012  “Unpayable debts: Reinventing bonded labor through legal freedom in 
Nineteenth-Century Brasil”. presented at Ninth International Conference on Labour 
History: Work and Non-Work: Histories in the Long Term. Association of Indian Labour 
Historians - V.V. Giri National Labour Institute, Noida (India). 

2011  Speaker at the Winter School for Research Students: “Global Contexts of Indian 
Labour History”, Centre for Modern Indian Studies (CeMIS), Georg- August- Universität 
Göttingen (Germany). January 2011. 

2010  Keynote Speaker for the Conference Jornadas de Historia y Antropologia: Las 
masacres del mundo moderno: narrar, representar, comprender. Universidad Nacional 
de San Martin, Buenos Aires (Argentina). 

2010  "‘Preserving the essence of conventions’: the regulation of domestic labour in 
nineteenth-century Brazil” presented at Eighth International Conference on Labour 
History. Association of Indian Labour Historians - V.V. Giri National Labour Institute, 
Noida (India). 

2009  “Regulando o trabalho doméstico: da miragem do contrato ao triunfo da 
domesticidade”. presented at 28th International Congress - Latin American Studies 
Association (LASA), Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). 

2008  “Carlo Ginzburg en Brasil”, presented at IV Encuentro de Fronteras: Homenaje a 
Carlo Ginzburg. Promovido pela Union Latina de Chile e a Universidad Adolfo Ibañez. 
Santiago (Chile). 

2008  “Freedom, Precariousness, and the Law: Freed Persons Contracting their Labour 
in nineteenth-century Brazil”. Presented at Seventh International Conference on Labour 
History; Association of Indian Labour Historians - V.V. Giri National Labour Institute, 
Noida (India). 

2008  “Freedom, Precariousness, and the Law: Freed Persons Contracting their Labour 
in nineteenth-century Brazil”. Presented at International Conference: Labour Crossings: 
World, Work and History. University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg (South Africa) 

2007  “Arranjos de liberdade e trabalho em um horizonte de precariedade: Brasil 
urbano, século XIX”. Presented at 27th International Congress of the Latin American 
Studies Association (LASA), Montreal (Canada). 
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2007  “Ambiguidades do contrato: amparo legal dos arranjos de trabalho dos libertos 
no século XIX”. Presented at 24th Simpósio Nacional de História. História e 
Multidisciplinaridade: territórios e deslocamentos, São Leopoldo (Brazil). 

2006  “Contratos de trabalho na Ilha de Santa Catarina: Estudo sobre a experiência de 
trabalhadores libertos no século XIX”. Presented at VII Taller Internacional de 
Problemas Teóricos y Prácticos de la Historia Regional y Local, Havana (Cuba). 

2002  Historical Microanalysis and Social History: Historiographical Exchanges 
between British Marxist history and the Italian microhistory debate”. Conference: Making 
Social Movements: The British Marxist Historians and the Study of Social Movements, 
Social Movements Research Group - Edge Hill College of Higher Education, Ormskirk 
(United Kingdon). 

 

 

Conferences Organized (selected) 
 

2012  Organizer: Conference – The Boundaries of ‘Free’ Labor: 19th and 20th centuries 
perspectives, at Re: Work (Berlin), July 22-23, 2012. 

2003-2013 Co-Organizer – Encontro Escravidão e Liberdade no Brasil Meridional 
(Workshop Slavery and Freedom in Southern Brazil) – Five Editions  

2010  Organizer – 1st International Seminar: Labour Histories from the Global South –
Florianópolis (Brazil), October 25-28, 2010.  

2010  SEPHIS Lecturer: Lecture tour organized by the Association of Indian Labour 
Historians and SEPHIS (South-South Program for Research on the History of 
Development), presenting papers in the following institutions: University of Delhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (Delhi), Indian Institute for Advanced Studies (Shimla), 
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences (Kolkata), University of Mumbai. March-April 2010 
(India). 

 

Academic Awards and Scholarships 
2015  Visiting Scholar Fellowship – Program in Latin American Studies (Princeton 
University) 

2013  Visiting Scholar Fellowship – Nantes Institute of Advanced Studies (France). 

2011-12 Visiting Scholar Fellowship - IGK Work and Human Lifecycle in Global History, 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (Germany). 

2008-today Research Scholarship CNPq (National Council for Scientific and 
Technological Development – Brazil). 

2006  Prêmio Concurso Memória do Trabalho no Brazil, Fundação Getúlio Vargas 
(Prize “Memory of Work in Brazil”). 

2002-2004 Postdoctoral Fellowship – CNPq (National Council for Scientific and 
Technological Development – Brazil). 

1994-1999 Doctorate Scholarship – Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São 
Paulo – FAPESP. 
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Academic Boards and other Affiliations. 
• 2007-2010 Coordinator - National Workgroup “Mundos do Trabalho” (“Worlds of 
Labour” – ANPUH - Associação Nacional de História – Brazilian Historical Association). 

• since 1994 Member, Associação Nacional de História – ANPUH. 

• since 2007 Member, Association Latin American Studies – LASA 

• since 2010 Member, Association of Indian Labour Historians – AILH 

• since 2014 Member, Brazilian Studies Association - BRASA 

 
 
Editorial Boards 
• Revista Ars Historica (Rio de Janeiro – Brazil). 

• Revista Crítica Histórica (Alagoas – Brazil). 

• Revista Brasileira de História e Ciências Sociais (Porto Alegre – Brazil). 

• Revista Fronteiras (ANPUH-SC – Florianópolis - Brazil). 

• Revista Aedos – Revista do Corpo Discente do Programa de Pós-Grad. Em História da 
UFRGS (Porto Alegre – Brazil). 

• Revista Esboços – Revista do Programa de Pós-Graduação em História da UFSC 
(Florianópolis – Brazil). 

• Revista História Social (Unicamp – Campinas - Brazil). 

• Revista Locus (Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora – Brazil). 

• Revista Práticas da História. Journal on Theory, Historiography, and Uses of the Past. 

• Hydra- Revista Dicente eletrônica da Pós-Graduação em História - UNIFESP 

• Revista Teoria da História 

• Revista Cultura História e Patrimônio 

 
Languages 
• Portuguese (native speaker). 

• English (fluent). 

• Italian (advanced speaking and reading, intermediate writing). 

• Spanish (advanced speaking and reading, intermediate writing).). 

• French (advanced reading, intermediate speaking and writing). 

• German (elementary speaking, writing, and reading). 
  
 
 


